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towards the good of all by attaining the absolute good. Rights
only have a meaning within that order, and therefore to assert
their reality involves the assertion at the same time of a construc-
tive system in which they find their place. In a sense we shall
only know the exact content of any right when we understand
the whole universe. At present, at any rate, we can come to the
negative conclusion that to assert rights as against the State is to
take an inadequate view of them since the State and the indi-
vidual must fit together and not fight together.

This same dialectic is used in the Philosophie des Rechts, the
theory of'objective Mind' as part of the rational world in which
abstract thought works on abstract matter to produce concrete
reality, i.e. the intelligible and meaningful whole.

At the first abstraction man is seen to have a will, a power
of asserting himself as something solitary and final. He claims
property as the necessary instrument of will. He lives by the
rigid rules of abstract law, by the 'letter of the law', contract,
bargain, the justice of mere equality. At once this is seen to be
unsatisfactory. Man is more than a counter in a game, a cog
in a machine. His will transcends the immediate fact and is
more than a mere force. It is spiritual, it can achieve the good
by willing the good. Goodness of intention and not the fact
that it fits in a system gives it its spiritual character. In the words
of Kant: 'Nothing is ultimately good, except the goodwill.3 This
is the spiritual aspect of human relations. But taken by itself
it is equally one-sided. The synthesis is the objective system
vivified by the spiritual nature of the moral beings who develop
and progress in it. Such is ethe ethical order'; but the words
cover more than formal morality. By it is meant the whole of
social life from its crude and spontaneous beginnings to its most
complete expression. In impulse, custom, tradition, develop-
ment, history, the unity of spirit and matter is revealed. They
are the expression of man's spirit working on matter, the two
being a revelation of objective Mind.

This ethical order is analysed into three aspects: the Family,
Society, and the State.

The Family is original and definite; its members are bound